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Position posting for: Summer Undergraduate Research Opportunities

Project title: |Behaviour analysis in health and diarrheic pigs
Faculty mentor: |Maria Ceballos Betancourt & Eduardo Cobo
Department: |Veterinary Medicine

Position posting date: [10/31/25 Position start date: |May 1, 2026

Application deadline: [01/10/26 Position finish date: |08/25/26

Summary of research project and specific role of trainee:

We are seeking detail-oriented undergraduate students with strong observational skills to
participate in a video scoring assessment.

Their primary task will be to watch and evaluate videos of healthy and diarrheic pigs,
assigning scores based on established behavioural criteria. Ideal candidates should be able to
focus for extended periods and follow protocols precisely.

Basic knowledge of animal behaviour or an interest in precision tasks is a plus.

Students will receive training in observing and measuring animal behaviour, including the
development of ethograms, and will gain hands-on experience in behavioural assessment of
pigs. Through this work, they will also develop analytical skills and learn how behavioural data
can be used to train artificial intelligence models for early disease detection and improved
animal welfare.

Is this position contingent on receipt of external funding? | No

If not, what salary would be provided (source, amount)? $7,500 (MGEAR operating grants)

**we encourage all students to apply for external funding**

Are any special skills required? Yes O No ® |

Is this position specific for a Veterinary student? Yes O No ®

Interested individuals should submit a current curriculum vitae and an outline of their areas of research interest
along with the names of three references to: )
Maria Ceballos Betancourt or Eduardo R Cobo
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine,
University of Calgary 3280 Hospital Drive NW,
Room HSC 1871
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