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Position posting for: Summer Undergraduate Research Opportunities

PI‘OJ ect tltle Impacts of agricultural land-use on small mammal communities and their pathogen dynamics
Faculty mentor: |Mathieu Pruvot
Department: | Wildlife Health and Disease Ecology

Position posting date: |November 30, 2025 Position start date: |May 1, 2026

Application deadline: |January 5, 2026 Position finish date: |August 31, 2026

Summary of research project and specific role of trainee:

Globally, human-driven land use changes—like deforestation and agricultural expansion have
led to significant biodiversity loss and have been linked to the emergence of new pathogens,
including zoonotic diseases. We're investigating how Albertan agricultural land-use influences
small mammal communities and their pathogen dynamics. Through a multi-year mark-
recapture and pathogen surveillance study, we’re examining small mammal populations
across three land-use types at the University of Calgary’s WA Ranches. Ultimately, our goal is
to inform sustainable agricultural practices that can reduce disease risks at the critical
intersection of wildlife, livestock, and humans.

We are seeking an undergraduate student with interest in ecology, epidemiology, field biology,
and/or veterinary medicine to assist with this project in summer of 2026. As part of the team,
you’ll be deeply involved in all aspects of fieldwork, including small mammal trapping,
handling, and sampling. You’ll gain valuable experience with mark-recapture methods, learn
essential small mammal field techniques, and contribute to pathogen surveillance efforts.
Beyond the field, you’ll also have the opportunity to build skills in basic laboratory techniques
and assist with data management, sample processing, and equipment upkeep. There’s also
the possibility for the right candidate to develop an independent research project aligned with
the larger research goals.

If you’re eager to gain hands-on field and lab experience next summer and have interest in
contributing to work at the intersection of wildlife health, agriculture, and public health, please

apply.

Is this position contingent on receipt of external funding? | Yes

If not, what salary would be provided (source, amount)?

**we encourage all students to apply for external funding**

Are any special skills required? Yes O No ® |

Is this position specific for a Veterinary student? Yes O No ®

Interested individuals should submit a current curriculum vitae and an outline of their areas of research interest
along with the names of three references to:
mpruvot@ucalgary.ca, laura.budd@ucalgary.ca
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine,
University of Calgary 3280 Hospital Drive NW,
Room
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