Position posting for: Summer Undergraduate Research Opportunities
Project title: Seroprevalence of PHF in Alberta
Faculty mentor: Ashley Whitehead
Department: Veterinary Clinical and Diagnostic Sciences
Position posting date: 01/01/22
Application deadline: 01/15/22

Position start date: 05/02/22
Position finish date: 08/26/22

Summary of research project and specific role of trainee:
The primary project: Potomac Horse Fever in Alberta
Although PHF is considered an endemic disease in some areas of Alberta, the extent of the affected areas is unknown. In
fact, epidemiological studies investigating the seroprevalence and seasonal trend of antibody titers against N. risticii (or N.
findlayensis) have never been conducted in Alberta.
The objectives of this preliminary study are:
a) to investigate the seroprevalence of PHF in horses from Alberta;
b) to isolate the endemic specie(s) of Neorickettsia from horses with clinical disease in Alberta for molecular analysis; and
c) to evaluate historical postmortem samples of undiagnosed colitis cases for PHF.
The secondary projects: Equine Protozoal Myeloencephalitis (investigating the seroprevalence and relation to neurological
signs), A peer-to-peer app for learning clinical skills, Nasogastric intubation simulator
As summer student you will have the best of all research worlds – clinical, field, laboratory, and teaching. Your time will be
split between working at CSB, Moore Equine, and from home. We will travel to farms to do sample collection and neurological
examinations. We even will head to wetlands to collect snails.
What I am looking for in a team member:
I am looking for a team player who is independent, a self starter, and passionate about learning. A couple other qualities I am
looking for is for you to be detailed orientated (we have lots of results to compile) and you must be comfortable working with
horses.
What you will gain from the position:
I value your input in all aspects of the projects and you will assist in building your summer priorities and schedule. You will
gain valuable clinical and teaching research experience including the management of sample collection, data analysis, and
research writing. You will be part of the SURE program. You will be able to spend time in an equine clinic and join us during
fourth year rotations. You will gain skills in blood collection of horses, analysis of clinical pathology results and neurological
examinations.

Is this position contingent on receipt of external funding? Yes
If not, what salary would be provided (source, amount)?
$9600
**we encourage all students to apply for external funding**
Are any special skills required? Yes
No
Is this position specific for a Veterinary student?

Comfortable working with horses.

Yes

No

Interested individuals should submit a current curriculum vitae and an outline of their areas of research interest
along with the names of three references to:
ae.whitehead@ucalgary.ca
__________________________________________
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine,
University of Calgary 3280 Hospital Drive NW,
Room_______

