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AG 
LITERACY. 

KNOWLEDGE TRANSLATION  
& PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

This pillar focused on translating 
complex agricultural research into 
accessible, evidence-based formats 
for producers, policymakers, students, 
media, and the broader public.

Key outputs included:

•	�Interactive PDF on regenerative 
agriculture perspectives

•	�Alberta’s Irrigation controversy 
atlas & companion chapbook 

•	�Biodigester issue-story resources 
exploring competing perspectives 
in agri-food debates around this 
technology

•	�Explainer videos on regenerative 
agriculture, policy co-creation in 
agri-food systems, and controversy 
mapping

•	�Fact sheets and snapshot reports  
on biodigesters, and digital agriculture 
policy frameworks

POLICY COMMUNICATION  
& SECTOR OUTREACH

Research findings were actively 
translated into policy and public 
discourse through:

•	�Media coverage connected to, 
agricultural controversy mapping,  
and food security research 

•	�Interviews and commentary across 
Policy Options, Calgary Herald, 
Western Producer, Global News,  
and national broadcast outlets 

•	�Public-facing presentations and 
workshops, including Calgary 
Stampede and the Schulich School  
of Engineering

•	�Student, teacher, and family 
engagement through Aggie Days  
and the Veterinary Learning Centre 
Open House 

UNDERSTANDING. 
INTERPRETATION. 
PUBLIC REASONING.

2025/26 AT-A-GLANCE

FIFTEEN
knowledge resources 
published

FOUR
public presentations at 
Calgary Stampede’s BMO 
Community Stage

NATIONAL 
MEDIA
translation through 
interviews, op-eds, and 
policy commentary

FIVE
social media campaigns  
to promote ag literacy

ONE
student engagement 
project with UCalgary 
undergraduate class
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6
INTERNATIONAL 
MEDIA PICKUPS
(2025–26)

100+
OUTLETS ON SINGLE 
BREAKOUT STORY
(Canola export concentration)

~237%
GROWTH IN  
MEDIA REACH 
(2023–24 to 2024–25 peak)460

PEAK ANNUAL 
MEDIA MENTIONS
(2024–25)

87M+
MEDIA REACH  
IN LATEST YEAR
(2025–26)

127
UNIQUE MEDIA 
STORIES IN  
A SINGLE YEAR
(2025–26)

National media: 127 stories, 87M+ reach, 
20 broadcast segments

Breakout amplification moments:  
Multi-outlet spikes led by canola + policy 
research coverage

Scaled digital + global reach: LinkedIn 
+53% audience growth; website traffic 
spanning 7+ countries

•	�The launch of our new website has 
already demonstrated strong reach 
and engagement with The Simpson 
Centre’s research. 

	 – �1,481 first-time visitors over the first 
quarter of tracking

	 – �302 file downloads in the first quarter 
of tracking, indicating measurable 
research interest beyond casual 
browsing

Another strong year for media reach 
& coverage, in 2025/26 The Simpson 
Centre’s research saw greater uptake 
from national media.

•	�19 national news and broadcast 
mentions, and 6 international media 
placements

•	25+ television and radio segments

•	�Multiple stories achieved multi-million 
audience reach, including CTV News 
alone at 7.6M estimated reach

•	�Research amplified internationally 
through U.S.-based science media 
distribution

•	�Coverage expanded across television, 
radio, print, digital news, and academic 
policy platforms

•	�Farmer survey and food security 
research drove sustained national 
policy conversation ahead of the 
federal election

SPEAKER & ENGAGEMENT 
HIGHLIGHTS: 

•	�International Livestock Congress, 
panel speaker. Transforming the 
Global Agrifood Industry for a Resilient 
Future. Dr. Guillaume Lhermie,  
Calgary, AB.

•	�MCCHE Precision Convergence 
Webinar Series. Emerging properties 
and trade-offs: How Metapopulation 
Modelling can(not) inform policy 
making in food systems. Dr. Guillaume 
Lhermie, Montreal, QC.

•	�Economic Developers of Alberta 
2025 Leaders’ Summit & Conference, 
panel speaker. Dr. Guillaume Lhermie, 
Kananaskis, AB.

•	�Calgary Stampede, BMO Community 
Stage – four public presentations on 
water governance and food systems. 
Dr. Juhi Huda. 

•	�Rural Roots Canada interview on water 
use in food production. Dr. Juhi Huda.

•	�Schulich School of Engineering, 
Catalyst PhD Program – workshop on 
policy, social innovation, and impact 
assessment. Dr. Juhi Huda, Calgary, AB.

•	�Schulich Connects: Engineered to 
Grow – panel on technology and 
Canadian food system transition. 
Dr. Guillaume Lhermie, Calgary, AB.

•	�CTV News interview on wildfire 
impacts on livestock (Dr. Guillaume 
Lhermie) 

•	�Calgary Herald opinion on animal 
health, national security, and 
diplomacy (Dr. Guillaume Lhermie) 

•	�Policy Options commentary on 
food security and Canada’s defence 
strategy (Dr. Guillaume Lhermie)

•	�Global News Calgary interview  
on shrinkflation (Ohi Ahmed)

MEDIA & 
OUTREACH.

FIVE YEARS OF 
ACCELERATED GROWTH

From early visibility to 
national and international 
media impact

Over five years, media 
coverage scaled from 
early-stage recognition 
to sustained national and 
international reach, driven 
by policy-relevant research 
that increasingly shaped 
public debate.

https://www.simpsoncentre.ca
https://www.simpsoncentre.ca
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EVENTS

Financing the Transition to 
Regenerative Agriculture: The Farmer 
Perspective
Focus Group // Regenerative Ag //  
Apr 16, 2025 // 16 Attendees

Financing the Transition to 
Regenerative Agriculture: The Finance 
Sector Perspective
Focus Group // Regenerative Ag //  
Apr 22, 2025 // 15 Attendees

Financing the Transition to 
Regenerative Agriculture: The Policy 
Perspective
Focus Group // Regenerative Ag //  
Apr 23, 2025 // 17 Attendees

Financing the Transition to 
Regenerative Agriculture: Results 
Roundtable
Roundtable // Regenerative Ag //  
May 27, 2025 // 22 Attendees

Promoting Digitalization in Crop and 
Beef Production
Roundtable // ABDIAG // May 29, 2025 
// 70 Attendees

Water Sustainability in Alberta’s 
Agriculture Through Digitalization: 
Preliminary Policy Lab Findings
Webinar // ABDIAG // Oct 9, 2025 //  
40 Attendees

Building the Roadmap: Water 
Sustainability in Alberta’s Agriculture 
Through Digitalization
Policy Lab // ABDIAG // Dec 5, 2025  
// 20 Attendees

From Evidence to Action: Agricultural 
Water Risk in Western Canada
Webinar // ABDIAG // Mar 4, 2026  
// 51 Attendees

https://www.simpsoncentre.ca
https://www.simpsoncentre.ca
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LOOKING 
AHEAD.

SEVERAL THREADS ARE IN MOTION 
FOR THE YEAR AHEAD.

The water sustainability roadmap 
publishes in 2026, the culmination of  
13 months of structured co-creation with 
irrigators, agronomists, water managers, 
and provincial policymakers.

The controversy atlas program 
continues to expand. A lab-grown meat 
controversy exploration, a controversy 
atlas on gene-edited pigs, and research 
on misinformation in animal health are 
ongoing, building a public library of 
evidence-based tools for navigating 
contested agricultural debates.

Policy lab formats continue as a 
repeatable model for structured multi-
stakeholder co-creation, building  
on foundations established through  
the ABDIAG program, which is in  
its final year.

Food security is a dimension of national 
security. Trade disruption, disease risk, 
and supply chain vulnerability carry 
economic and diplomatic consequences 
that extend beyond the farm gate. 
Canada’s capacity to maintain export 
access, meet evolving international 
standards, and build institutional 
resilience across its agri-food system  
is a question of national interest. We are 
exploring this as a focus across sector 
engagement and public dialogue.

https://www.simpsoncentre.ca
https://www.simpsoncentre.ca
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