





Everyone needs water. Not everyone
agrees on what happens next.

The
%, o Tension

>

Some believe expanding

irmgation infrastructure will

secure water for farms and
strengthen the agricultural
QKWRK )
&500E eDUCE economy. Others believe
= R -‘(‘?\\\ expansion ignores the
Aot " "
an)ge usks reality that climate

,nvestment wa\'&&i}f change is reducing
d OCU m e nt water availability.

Everyone agrees
$ 81 5 water conservation is
important. They disagree
on whether building
more infrastructure is
conservation or

denial.




: upporters saE: ISIS
about jobs & food security. ®Expansion will
create over 8,000 jobs and add $477 million
fo Alberta’s economy annually. ®Modern
pipelines reduce water loss from evaporation
and seepage. ®More storage capacity means
farmers can count on water. @This is essential

hen a single drought-like we saw in 1999-
2004-costs the industry billions of dollars.

Bottom line: We need this infrastructure to

eed people and sustain rural economies.

Crifics counter: This is about

avoiding hard truths. @Yes, pipelines reduce
evaporation, but blg%ger reservoirs create

more surface area for water fo evaporate.

In southern Alberta, about 4 feet of water
disappears from reservoirs every year.

Environmental assessments cannot

guarantee long-term impacts on water
quality and avallablll’r% Boftom line: We are
expanding systems that depend on water
that will not be there. The challenge we must

ace Is learning to farm with less water.
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How Alberta controls
water: All water in Alberta
belongs to the provincial
government. Farmers, cities,
and industries cannot own
water, instead they apply
for licenses to use Ity

The system: Priority goes
to whoever got their license
first. Known as “First in
Time, First in Right.”

When water supply is
limited,-newer license
holders face restrictions

Tirst, regardless of whether
the water is used for
drinking, agriculture,

or industry.

The allocation limit:

The SSRB reached its
allocation limit in 2006.
No new licenses can be
issued. Any-expansion
requires reallocation from
existing license holders
or increased efficiency in
current systems.

INDIGENOUS
WATER
RIGHTS

Indigenous Nations

were historically excluded
from water governance
conversations and
decisions in Alberta.

Treaty language contains
ambiguities regarding water
rights, creating ongoing
legal uncertainty about

Indigenous_claims to
water access.
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THIS MATTERS
FOR THE

CONTROVERSY

The South Saskatchewan
River Basin is at capacity.
Expansion raises questions:
Where does additional
water come from? How

are competing claims
balanced? Who has
authority to decide?



July 9—2001
Chin Reservoir Expansion
\\ Project announced

Request for a Federal
Impact Assessment
by a group of nine
environmental and
wildlife agencies

< June29—2022
The federal government
declines to review the e S
project under the Federal \/
Impact Assessment Act

anuary 302025

Irrigation districts
reaffirm that irrigation
expansion will impro
irrigation efficiency

S .
Anticipated completion
of the project

District publishes the

irrigation expansion
projects grows due
to severe drought
conditions




WHAI HAPPENS NEXT*

The Chin Reservoir
expansion is moving
forward,scheduledforcompletion
in 2028. But the controversy isn’t over.
It is evolving.

As climate patterns shift and water availability
changes, the challenge of balancing economic
needs with environmental limits will become more
urgent. Questions about who gets priority when
resources are scarce and how we plan infrastructure

for an uncertain future will demand answers.

This is not just Alberta’s debate. Water scarcity
and competing demands are challenges facing
regions across Canada. The decisions being
made here about expansion, conservation,
governance, and Indigenous rights
can serve as a case study for how
societies navigate resource

conflicts.

UNDERSTAND

ING

THE COMPLEXITY
IS THE FIRsT

STEP TOWARD
S
INFORME

DECISION-MAKING.
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