
Position posting for: Summer Undergraduate Research Opportunities

Project title: 

Faculty mentor: 

Department: 

Position posting date: Position start date: 
Application deadline: Position finish date: 

Summary of research project and specific role of trainee: 

Is this position contingent on receipt of external funding? 

If not, what salary would be provided (source, amount)? 

 **we encourage all students to apply for external funding** 

Are any special skills required?     Yes             No 

Is this position specific for a Veterinary student? Yes No 

Interested individuals should submit a current curriculum vitae and an outline of their areas of research interest 

along with the names of three references to: 

__________________________________________
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, 

University of Calgary 3280 Hospital Drive NW, 

Room_______


	Summary of research project and specific role of trainee: Invasive wild pigs are a growing concern in Alberta and Canada due to their damage on crops, damage to natural ecosystems, competition with other wildlife species, and risks of pathogen transmission.
A critical aspect of wild pig population management is to monitor the effect of control programs on population dynamics. Wild pigs have proven very elusive, and our group is looking at alternative data sources to infer population size and dynamics. In this research project, the student will contribute to generating important dataset that will contribute to better estimates of wild pig abundance. Specifically, we will pilot aging based on dental photographs, as this will provide essential information on population age structure. Second, the student will work on the analysis of a collection of camera trap photographs, to quantify the trapping effort that preceded each trapping event. The students will then be introduced to quantitative population ecology methods leveraging these different data sources in the estimation of population size and trends.

This is a fascinating opportunity to bridge swine anatomy skills to population ecology outcomes. The student is also likely to be able to contribute to field work to support other on-going wild pig monitoring efforts. The student will be embedded in a large and vibrant team of graduate students, field technicians, research assistants and faculty mentor, an ideal environment for discovering the world of applied research in animal health ecology.
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